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The Winegrowing  
Region of Alto Adige
Where the Alps  
Greet the Mediterranean

A Land of Many Faces

Alto Adige is one of the smallest wine-producing  
regions in Italy, but thanks to its geographical  
location, it is also one of the most multifaceted.  
Nearly 4,800 winegrowers tend around 5,860 hectares 
(14,480 acres) of vineyards in varied climate zones 
with diverse soils at elevations ranging from 200  
to 1,000 m. (600 to 3,300 ft.) above sea level. These  
exceptional conditions produce an extraordinary 
range and concentration of top-quality wines.

Small Region, 
Vast Selection 

In Alto Adige, more than 20 different grape varieties 
find their ideal growing conditions. From this  
multifaceted area, winemakers produce a multitude  
of high-quality wines, remarkable for such a small 
winegrowing region.

White varieties set the tone with a 65 percent share 
of the vineyard area. Along with the two indigenous 
varieties of Schiava (Vernatsch) and Lagrein, all  
other red grapes have found a home in Alto Adige  
for well over a hundred years. Thanks to the increased 
cultivation of white grapes in recent decades,  
Alto Adige has established its reputation as a producer 
of elegant white wines. 

Alpine-Mediterranean 
Diversity 

The mild Alpine-continental climate with wide diurnal 
shifts creates ideal conditions for growing grapes in  
Alto Adige. The towering peaks of the Alps protect  
the northern part of the region from cold, damp winds, 
while the southern areas benefit from Mediterranean 
influences. Alto Adige’s topography is a complex mosaic 
characterized by valleys and mountains which create 
different microclimates. 

Wine Culture  
Dating Back  
Thousands of Years

Alto Adige’s wine culture is among the oldest in  
Europe. In 15 BC, when the Romans came to what is now  
Alto Adige/Südtirol, they further expanded a wine culture 
that had already been developed by the local Rhaetian 
inhabitants. Beginning in the 8th century AD, Bavarian  
and Swabian monasteries acquired a number of wineries 
in Alto Adige. Winemaking in the region was especially  
supported under the Hapsburg Empire where Archduke 
Johann provided the impetus to grow Burgundy and 
Bordeaux varieties here for the first time. Riesling also 
started to be locally grown in Alto Adige thanks to him. 

Starting around 1980, Alto Adige wine-growing began 
to experience a sustained upswing which resulted in  
a lasting increase in quality. Today, 96 percent of the 
vineyard area in Alto Adige is under DOC protection. 

Work by Hand and 
Sustainability

The quality of wine is rooted in the vineyard. For this 
reason, Alto Adige’s winegrowers have been drastically 
limiting yields for many years. With their often 
extremely steep slopes, tending the vines and picking 
 by hand remains a given in Alto Adige’s vineyards.   
Not only does this rigorous care of the vines increase 
grape quality, but it is also kinder to the existing  
ecosystem and supports biodiversity in the vineyard. 
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A Complex Puzzle of Microclimates and SoilsWhere North and South Meet
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A Wealth of Varieties Creates Opportunity

Alto Adige Wine:  
Facts and Figures
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Alto Adige  
The Official Map of the Additional  
Geographical Units (UGA)

Varieties

Pinot Blanc	 PB

Chardonnay	 CH

Sauvignon	 SB

Pinot Grigio	 PG

Müller Thurgau	 MT

Gewürztraminer	 GT

Sylvaner	 SY

Grüner Veltliner	 GV

Kerner	 KE

Riesling	 RS

Moscato Giallo	 MG

Pinot Noir	 PN

Cabernet	 CB

Merlot	 ME

Lagrein	 LG

Schiava (Vernatsch) 	 SC

Area (hectares) = 
Total viticulture area  
within the designated  
geographical unit [hectares],  
as of 2024

The Guarantee for  
Wines from Geographical Units 
 
The UGA symbol guarantees the origin of an Alto Adige 
DOC wine from a distinctly defined and legally protected  
geographical unit. Both the UGA symbol and the exact  
name of the additional geographical unit are clearly  
indicated on every label of a designated wine from a 
geographical unit.
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FIÈ ALLO SCILIAR

TERMENO sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Putznai 41 217-301 SC LG CB  

Söll / Tramin-Söll 94 307-773 PB CH PG GT / GT

Steinacker 48 215-278 CH LG ME

St. Jacob / Tramin-St. Jacob 14 278-403 GT ME / GT

Plon / Tramin-Plon 24 274-427 CH GT / GT

Rungg / Tramin-Rungg 54 216-406 GT ME CB / GT

CORTACCIA sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties 
Graun 32 680-916 MT 

Brenntal 29 214-307 GT ME CB  

Frauenrigl 30 291-422 GT ME CB 

Eggen 30 239-398 CH SC CB  

Penon-Hofstatt 22 465-656 PB

Rain 47 337-501 PG SB GT

Milla 11 211-243 CH ME CB   

Penon 79 432-693 PB PG SB  

Penon-Kofl 33 422-614 SB 

Entiklar 45 211-451 CH ME CB

MAGRÉ sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Unterfennberg-Hofstatt 3 965-1017 MT

Margreid-Leiten 18 217-391 CH GT SC ME CB  

Kreuzweg 49 209-235 CH PG ME CB

Punggl 96 206-212 CH PG ME

EGNA
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Mazon 66 311-463 PN

Griesfeld 17 224-270 LG

Lehen 64 218-393 CH GT LG 

 

  

MONTAGNA sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Pinzon-Gebach 11 383-454 SB

Kalditsch  14 523-789 PN

Lehen 64 218-393 CH GT LG 

Pinzon 76 284-496 PB SB PN

Glen 47 432-757 PN

ORA
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Furggl 40 220-288 CH PG LG

Kiechelberg 7 338-387 CH PG PN 

ALDINO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Aldein-Aich 15 750-1019 PB PN

CALDARO sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Mezzan 39 306-450 PN 

Planitzing 131 378-524 PB SB PN  

Dorf 90 326-490 CH PG PN

St. Nikolaus 99 376-684 PB SB PN 

Plantaditsch 35 253-360 CH SC ME

Feld 98 223-409 MG SC LG ME CB  

Wadleith 27 267-395 CH PG SB LG CB 

Barleit 67 286-449 CH SB GT SC PN

St. Josef 132 214-391 SC LG ME CB  

Altenburg 14 555-689 PB CH PN

NALLES / TESIMO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Sirmian 36 338-805 PB CH SB 

TERLANO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Kreuth 80 249-414 PB SB CH   

Vorberg 49 332-924 PB CH SB  

Klaus 6 247-322 SB

Siebeneich 58 243-356 CH SB LG ME CB 

BOLZANO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Gries-Moritzing 102 240-291 LG

Gries 272 238-776 LG ME CB

St. Peter 17 282-501 SB SC LG 

Prazöll 62 272-726 SC LG

Rentsch 24 267-355 SC LG 

St. Justina 44 276-558 SC LG  

Leitach 57 286-703 SC LG 

Karneid 29 286-644 PB CH PG KE SB

Kampenn 18 379-632 CH KE SB SC  

Kampill 13 271-415 CH LG CB 

SALORNO sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Salurn-Pfatten 68 206-209 CH PG

Buchholz 121 208-822 PB CH PN 

CORTINA sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Giatl 64 207-213 CH PG

APPIANO sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Girlan 362 339-506 PB CH SB SC PN  

Montiggl 25 469-539 PB CH PG RS SB  

Girlan-Gschleier 35 391-451 SC 

Paulsner Feld 99 271-448 PG SB GT PN ME

Huberfeld 19 251-388 CH SC LG ME CB 

Missian 50 276-512 PB CH SB SC

Eppan-Berg 236 388-670 PB CH PG SB PN

Maderneid 24 338-438 CH PG SB PN ME

Kreit 68 398-472 PB CH PG SB PN  

St. Anna 33 406-542 PB CH PG SB PN

Eppan-Berg-Schulthaus 59 506-622 PB 

VADENA
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Feld 98 223-409 MG SC LG ME CB

CORNEDO ALL’ISARCO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Karneid 29 286-644 CH PG KE SB 

MELTINA
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Vorberg 49 332-924 PB CH SB 

MERANO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Küchelberg 26 302-446 SC 

Labers 33 313-605 PB SB PN

Freiberg 35 281-733 PB SB PN 

TIROLO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Küchelberg 26 302-446 SC  

Tirol 53 334-707 PB SB PN

 

LAGUNDO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Rosengarten 36 329-673 SC  

PARCINES
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Partschinser 8 511-827 PB RS PN 

SILANDRO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Vetzaner 5 693-895 PB RS PN

NATURNO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties 
Naturnser 26 536-855 PB RS PN 

 

CASTELBELLO-CIARDES
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Kastelbeller 35 554-927 PB RS PN 

Kastelbell-Juvaler 5 634-927 RS RENON
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Ritten 147 318-901 PB CH SB PN

St. Peter 17 282-501 SB SC LG 

Leitach 57 286-703 SC LG 

CHIUSA
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Pardell 30 525-839 SY MT KE 

Frag 18 519-784 PG 

FUNES
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Nafen 14 677-914 KE

VELTURNO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Schrambach 9 578-795 SY

VILLANDRO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Sauders 32 517-872 GV 

BRESSANONE / VARNA / NAZ-SCIAVES
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Brixner 185 549-859 SY GV RS KE 
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The Alto Adige Origin Pyramid

The Origin Makes  
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TERMENO sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Putznai 41 217-301 SC LG CB  

Söll / Tramin-Söll 94 307-773 PB CH PG GT / GT

Steinacker 48 215-278 CH LG ME

St. Jacob / Tramin-St. Jacob 14 278-403 GT ME / GT

Plon / Tramin-Plon 24 274-427 CH GT / GT

Rungg / Tramin-Rungg 54 216-406 GT ME CB / GT

CORTACCIA sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties 
Graun 32 680-916 MT 

Brenntal 29 214-307 GT ME CB  

Frauenrigl 30 291-422 GT ME CB 

Eggen 30 239-398 CH SC CB  

Penon-Hofstatt 22 465-656 PB

Rain 47 337-501 PG SB GT

Milla 11 211-243 CH ME CB   

Penon 79 432-693 PB PG SB  

Penon-Kofl 33 422-614 SB 

Entiklar 45 211-451 CH ME CB

MAGRÉ sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Unterfennberg-Hofstatt 3 965-1017 MT

Margreid-Leiten 18 217-391 CH GT SC ME CB  

Kreuzweg 49 209-235 CH PG ME CB

Punggl 96 206-212 CH PG ME

EGNA
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Mazon 66 311-463 PN

Griesfeld 17 224-270 LG

Lehen 64 218-393 CH GT LG 

 

  

MONTAGNA sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Pinzon-Gebach 11 383-454 SB

Kalditsch  14 523-789 PN

Lehen 64 218-393 CH GT LG 

Pinzon 76 284-496 PB SB PN

Glen 47 432-757 PN

ORA
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Furggl 40 220-288 CH PG LG

Kiechelberg 7 338-387 CH PG PN 

ALDINO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Aldein-Aich 15 750-1019 PB PN

CALDARO sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Mezzan 39 306-450 PN 

Planitzing 131 378-524 PB SB PN  

Dorf 90 326-490 CH PG PN

St. Nikolaus 99 376-684 PB SB PN 

Plantaditsch 35 253-360 CH SC ME

Feld 98 223-409 MG SC LG ME CB  

Wadleith 27 267-395 CH PG SB LG CB 

Barleit 67 286-449 CH SB GT SC PN

St. Josef 132 214-391 SC LG ME CB  

Altenburg 14 555-689 PB CH PN

NALLES / TESIMO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Sirmian 36 338-805 PB CH SB 

TERLANO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Kreuth 80 249-414 PB SB CH   

Vorberg 49 332-924 PB CH SB  

Klaus 6 247-322 SB

Siebeneich 58 243-356 CH SB LG ME CB 

BOLZANO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Gries-Moritzing 102 240-291 LG

Gries 272 238-776 LG ME CB

St. Peter 17 282-501 SB SC LG 

Prazöll 62 272-726 SC LG

Rentsch 24 267-355 SC LG 

St. Justina 44 276-558 SC LG  

Leitach 57 286-703 SC LG 

Karneid 29 286-644 PB CH PG KE SB

Kampenn 18 379-632 CH KE SB SC  

Kampill 13 271-415 CH LG CB 

SALORNO sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Salurn-Pfatten 68 206-209 CH PG

Buchholz 121 208-822 PB CH PN 

CORTINA sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Giatl 64 207-213 CH PG

APPIANO sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Girlan 362 339-506 PB CH SB SC PN  

Montiggl 25 469-539 PB CH PG RS SB  

Girlan-Gschleier 35 391-451 SC 

Paulsner Feld 99 271-448 PG SB GT PN ME

Huberfeld 19 251-388 CH SC LG ME CB 

Missian 50 276-512 PB CH SB SC

Eppan-Berg 236 388-670 PB CH PG SB PN

Maderneid 24 338-438 CH PG SB PN ME

Kreit 68 398-472 PB CH PG SB PN  

St. Anna 33 406-542 PB CH PG SB PN

Eppan-Berg-Schulthaus 59 506-622 PB 

VADENA
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Feld 98 223-409 MG SC LG ME CB

CORNEDO ALL’ISARCO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Karneid 29 286-644 CH PG KE SB 

MELTINA
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Vorberg 49 332-924 PB CH SB 

MERANO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Küchelberg 26 302-446 SC 

Labers 33 313-605 PB SB PN

Freiberg 35 281-733 PB SB PN 

TIROLO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Küchelberg 26 302-446 SC  

Tirol 53 334-707 PB SB PN

 

LAGUNDO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Rosengarten 36 329-673 SC  

PARCINES
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Partschinser 8 511-827 PB RS PN 

SILANDRO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Vetzaner 5 693-895 PB RS PN

NATURNO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties 
Naturnser 26 536-855 PB RS PN 

 

CASTELBELLO-CIARDES
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Kastelbeller 35 554-927 PB RS PN 

Kastelbell-Juvaler 5 634-927 RS RENON
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Ritten 147 318-901 PB CH SB PN

St. Peter 17 282-501 SB SC LG 

Leitach 57 286-703 SC LG 

CHIUSA
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Pardell 30 525-839 SY MT KE 

Frag 18 519-784 PG 

FUNES
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Nafen 14 677-914 KE

VELTURNO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Schrambach 9 578-795 SY

VILLANDRO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Sauders 32 517-872 GV 

BRESSANONE / VARNA / NAZ-SCIAVES
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Brixner 185 549-859 SY GV RS KE 

 

2

TIROLO

LAGUNDO

PARCINES

PLAUS

NATURNO

CASTELBELLOSILANDRO

SENALES

GARGAZZONE
MELTINA

POSTAL
LANA

AVELENGO

MERANO

EGNACORTACCIA S.S.D.V.

MONTAGNA S.S.D.V.

TRODENA

ALDINO

ORA
TERMENO S.S.D.V.

CARDANO

VILLANDRO

CHIUSA

BARBIANO
LAION

VELTURNO

NALLES

TESIMO

TERLANO
SAN GENESIO ATESINO RENON

ANDRIANO

APPIANO S.S.D.V.

LAIVES

CALDARO  
S.S.D.V. BRONZOLO

NOVA PONENTE

CORTINA  
S.S.D.V. 

SALORNO S.S.D.V.

BOLZANO

MAGRÉ  
S.S.D.V.

VARNA

FUNES
SARENTINO

PONTE GARDENA

CASTELROT TO

RENON
SAN GENESIO ATESINO

ORTISEI

SELVA

S. CRISTINA

BRESSANONE

BOLZANO

FIÈ ALLO SCILIAR

TERMENO sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Putznai 41 217-301 SC LG CB  

Söll / Tramin-Söll 94 307-773 PB CH PG GT / GT

Steinacker 48 215-278 CH LG ME

St. Jacob / Tramin-St. Jacob 14 278-403 GT ME / GT

Plon / Tramin-Plon 24 274-427 CH GT / GT

Rungg / Tramin-Rungg 54 216-406 GT ME CB / GT

CORTACCIA sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties 
Graun 32 680-916 MT 

Brenntal 29 214-307 GT ME CB  

Frauenrigl 30 291-422 GT ME CB 

Eggen 30 239-398 CH SC CB  

Penon-Hofstatt 22 465-656 PB

Rain 47 337-501 PG SB GT

Milla 11 211-243 CH ME CB   

Penon 79 432-693 PB PG SB  

Penon-Kofl 33 422-614 SB 

Entiklar 45 211-451 CH ME CB

MAGRÉ sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Unterfennberg-Hofstatt 3 965-1017 MT

Margreid-Leiten 18 217-391 CH GT SC ME CB  

Kreuzweg 49 209-235 CH PG ME CB

Punggl 96 206-212 CH PG ME

EGNA
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Mazon 66 311-463 PN

Griesfeld 17 224-270 LG

Lehen 64 218-393 CH GT LG 

 

  

MONTAGNA sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Pinzon-Gebach 11 383-454 SB

Kalditsch  14 523-789 PN

Lehen 64 218-393 CH GT LG 

Pinzon 76 284-496 PB SB PN

Glen 47 432-757 PN

ORA
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Furggl 40 220-288 CH PG LG

Kiechelberg 7 338-387 CH PG PN 

ALDINO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Aldein-Aich 15 750-1019 PB PN

CALDARO sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Mezzan 39 306-450 PN 

Planitzing 131 378-524 PB SB PN  

Dorf 90 326-490 CH PG PN

St. Nikolaus 99 376-684 PB SB PN 

Plantaditsch 35 253-360 CH SC ME

Feld 98 223-409 MG SC LG ME CB  

Wadleith 27 267-395 CH PG SB LG CB 

Barleit 67 286-449 CH SB GT SC PN

St. Josef 132 214-391 SC LG ME CB  

Altenburg 14 555-689 PB CH PN

NALLES / TESIMO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Sirmian 36 338-805 PB CH SB 

TERLANO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Kreuth 80 249-414 PB CH SB   

Vorberg 49 332-924 PB CH SB  

Klaus 6 247-322 SB

Siebeneich 58 243-356 CH SB LG ME CB 

BOLZANO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Gries-Moritzing 102 240-291 LG

Gries 272 238-776 LG ME CB

St. Peter 17 282-501 SB SC LG 

Prazöll 62 272-726 SC LG

Rentsch 24 267-355 SC LG 

St. Justina 44 276-558 SC LG  

Leitach 57 286-703 SC LG 

Karneid 29 286-644 PB CH PG KE SB

Kampenn 18 379-632 CH KE SB SC  

Kampill 13 271-415 CH LG CB 

SALORNO sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Salurn-Pfatten 68 206-209 CH PG

Buchholz 121 208-822 PB CH PN 

CORTINA sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Giatl 64 207-213 CH PG

APPIANO sulla Strada del Vino
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Girlan 362 339-506 PB CH SB SC PN  

Montiggl 25 469-539 PB CH PG RS SB  

Girlan-Gschleier 35 391-451 SC 

Paulsner Feld 99 271-448 PG SB GT PN ME

Huberfeld 19 251-388 CH SC LG ME CB 

Missian 50 276-512 PB CH SB SC

Eppan-Berg 236 388-670 PB CH PG SB PN

Maderneid 24 338-438 CH PG SB PN ME

Kreit 68 398-472 PB CH PG SB PN  

St. Anna 33 406-542 PB CH PG SB PN

Eppan-Berg-Schulthaus 59 506-622 PB 

VADENA
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Feld 98 223-409 MG SC LG ME CB

CORNEDO ALL’ISARCO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Karneid 29 286-644 PB CH PG KE SB 

MELTINA
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Vorberg 49 332-924 PB CH SB 

MERANO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Küchelberg 26 302-446 SC 

Labers 33 313-605 PB SB PN

Freiberg 35 281-733 PB SB PN 

TIROLO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Küchelberg 26 302-446 SC  

Tirol 53 334-707 PB SB PN

 

LAGUNDO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Rosengarten 36 329-673 SC  

PARCINES
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Partschinser 8 511-827 PB RS PN 

SILANDRO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Vetzaner 5 693-895 PB RS PN

NATURNO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties 
Naturnser 26 536-855 PB RS PN 

 

CASTELBELLO-CIARDES
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Kastelbeller 35 554-927 PB RS PN 

Kastelbell-Juvaler 5 634-927 RS RENON
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Ritten 147 318-901 PB CH SB PN

St. Peter 17 282-501 SB SC LG 

Leitach 57 286-703 SC LG 

CHIUSA
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Pardell 30 525-839 SY MT KE 

Frag 18 519-784 PG 

FUNES
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Nafen 14 677-914 KE

VELTURNO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Schrambach 9 578-795 SY

VILLANDRO
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Sauders 32 517-872 GV 

BRESSANONE / VARNA / NAZ-SCIAVES
UGA ha m a.s.l. Varieties
Brixner 185 549-859 SY GV RS KE 

 

1

What stands behind the Alto Adige concept of UGA 
classification, which identifies eighty-six clearly defined 
vineyard areas, is the knowledge that wine quality  
is first and foremost influenced by the soil and micro
climate, but also by elevation above sea level, the 
steepness of the slope, solar radiation, air circulation, 
and precipitation. Since vineyard sites also reflect  
a region’s distinctive winegrowing culture, historical 
records were a key factor in defining the eighty-six  
additional geographical units (in Italian Unità Geogra-
fiche Aggiuntive). For example, historical maps  

Alto Adige winegrowers produce their wines according 
to strict quality regulations with regard to maximum 
yields and the grape varieties that are allowed. That is  
why the wines from 96 percent of Alto Adige’s cultivated  
area are recognized with the DOC designation of origin.  
And with the introduction of the concept of UGA 

The two DOC designations “Alto Adige” and “Lago  
di Caldaro” indicate Alto Adige wines by their origin. 

For the DOC designation Alto Adige, there are six  
subzones. With “Alto Adige Valle Isarco”, “Alto Adige  
Val Venosta”, and “Alto Adige Terlano”, it is the white 
wine varieties that come to the forefront. On the other 

classification, the corresponding pyramid of origin has 
been even further refined. Today, eighty-six clearly 
defined geographical sites form the peak of this origin 
pyramid, followed by DOC wines from subzones. These 
include Valle Isarco, Terlano, Merano, Santa Maddalena, 
Colli di Bolzano, and Val Venosta. 

hand, the designations “Alto Adige Merano” and “Alto 
Adige Colli di Bolzano” are reserved first and foremost 
for the red wine grape Schiava [Vernatsch]. That grape 
also sets the tone for “Alto Adige Santa Maddalena”. 

DOC Winegrowing Areas with Subzones  
Enjoying Wine with a Guarantee of Origin 

DOC Winegrowing Areas 

  DOC Alto Adige 

	   Alto Adige Valle Isarco

	

A

I

CH

Fluss

Autobahn

Weinstraße

  Alto Adige Terlano

	   Alto Adige Meranese

	   Alto Adige S. Maddalena

	   Alto Adige Colli di Bolzano

	   Alto Adige Val Venosta

  DOC Lago di Caldaro - Alto Adige

  River 

  Highway 

  Wine Road

and documents from various archives were evaluated. 
The demarcation of the vineyards is also linked to  
a series of clear quality specifications that wines that 
qualify for a UGA designation must meet. The most  
important requirements are, on one hand, the com-
bination of the varieties and the location and, on the 
other, a further reduction in the DOC harvest quantity 
of up to twenty-five percent. 

DOC wines from geographical units (UGA)

DOC wines 

96 %
of the total production of 

Alto Adige wine 
DOC wines from subzones

AREAS, YIELD, 

 VARIETIES

1

3

2

Bressanone

Bolzano

Merano


